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DR. VERNA CORNELIA PRICE 

Human potential expert, executive coach, award winning international speaker, and best-selling 

author, The Power of People: Four Kinds of People Who Can Change Your Life. 

Dr. Verna has empowered people to excellence for over 20 years with national and international 

clients including: Guatemala, Mexico, Switzerland, The Caribbean, The Netherlands, Dubai, and 

China. 

Dr. Verna also Founded Girls in Action, a mentoring and empowerment program impacting girls 

around the world! 

Visit Dr. Verna on her LinkedIn Page 

 

Thank you to Prairie Public for sponsoring our keynote speaker! 

 

 

Conference Information 
Registration Directions 

To register, visit: https://forms.gle/LnBUYeAu3h7ibqmb7 

The deadline to register is December 20, 2019. Sessions fill up on a first-registered basis. The most popular sessions will fill up in the 

first week.   

Schools will be billed for each registered attendee following the conference. Individual attendees will need to pay the $35 registration 

fee the day of the conference. 

 

Confirmation of Registration 

Individual schedules will be emailed to your schools contact person the week prior to the conference. Please know your sessions. If you 

have received your individual conference schedule from your school, there is no need to stop at the Help Desk. 

Schedule 

 

8:30 - 9:00 - Registration/Doors Open  

9:00 - 10:00 - Keynote -Dr. Verna Price 

10:10 - 11:10 - Session 1 

11:20 - 12:20 - Session 2A &/or Lunch B  

12:30 - 1:30 - Session 2B &/or Lunch A 

1:30 - 2:30 - Session 3 

 

Lunch or Accommodation Needs 

If you have any dietary needs or accommodation requests, please include that information on the online registration form. For needs 

after you have registered, please contact Chris Wavra at cwavra@nw-service.k12.mn.us 

CEUs 

 

Your certificate for Continuing Education Units can be printed from the link provided after completing your evaluation.  It is up to your 

district’s committee to allow content from this event to cover categories that you need for relicensure.  Administrative CEUs can be 

picked up at the Help Desk. 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/verna-cornelia-price-phd-64878a5/
https://forms.gle/LnBUYeAu3h7ibqmb7
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Session #1 
 

1.01 #classroombookaday (Repeated) 
Samantha Alme Early Childhood (Pre-K), Elementary - Primary & Intermediate, Middle School 

#classroombookaday was started by Jillian Heise inspired by Donalyn Miller's #bookaday challenge. With a goal to read aloud a picture 

book every day of the school year for a #bookaday with her students, 180 complete texts were shared that grew classroom community 

and reading engagement. Thousands of educators across the country are utilizing a #classroombookaday goal to positively affect student 

learning in their schools, classrooms, and libraries. Join in by learning more below & commit to taking the challenge this school year! 

 

1.02 The Best (Free) Language Arts Curriculum (Repeated) 
Andrew Hanson Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

There are two great (free) websites that I love using in my Language Arts classes: CommonLit.org and Quill.org. (You can think of 

CommonLit as a replacement Literature textbook and Quill as a replacement Grammar textbook.) We will discuss the benefits of using 

them both, as well as how to navigate them. Bring your own devices (and Google accounts) so you can play along! (Disclaimer: Both 

websites have paid versions; however, I have not used the paid versions, as the free versions have been sufficient for my classes.) 

 

1.03 Notice & Note -- Strategies for Close Reading 
Rebecca Mattson Middle School, High School 

This session is based on the book by Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst. During the session, participants will get an overview of the six 

fiction "signposts" that help readers notice key features in fiction text. The corresponding “anchor questions” and generalizable language 

encourage discussion to develop speculation and inferences about literary elements such as character, conflict, and theme. Participants 

may also consider the definition of rigor, building intellectual communities, and the role of dialogic talk in the classroom. 

 

1.04 Moving Forward With Guided Reading 
Elizabeth Quick & Danielle Schantz Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate 

After doing a book study on Jan Richardson’s book, The Next Step Forward in Guided Reading, we are ready to share what we have 

learned with you.  We will also show you how we’ve used these strategies in our own 1st and 2nd Grade classrooms and how to apply 

them with struggling readers in the intermediate grades.  If you are ready to see how you can make the most out of guided reading with 

your students, this session is for you. 

 

1.05 E-cigarettes/Vaping: What’s Happening and What Can I Do? (Repeated) Sarah Reese

 All Levels 
This interaction session will explore “what’s happening here” through a brief review of the Electronic Nicotine Delivery System (e-

cig/vape), health and social impacts, and signs to watch for. Now, what to do about it? Seeds of opportunity, such as youth treatment 

resources, a parent health advisory letter, age appropriate lesson plans and curriculum, and policy recommendations will be discussed.  
 

1.06 The Intersection of Mental Health and Behavior 
Jake Seuntjens All Levels 

The conversation on our students’ mental health continues to take center stage in the classroom. Often times a student’s mental health 

considerations can drive some of their behaviors. We will explore the impacts of mental health on student behavior, build awareness in 

recognizing mental health concerns, and share some strategies for supporting students’ mental health and behavior. 

 

1.07 English Learners - What's the latest & greatest? 
Kate Anderson & Jade Haugen Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

Let's learn about English Learners! Join us as we share some of the latest and greatest info and together we'll discuss our experiences 

with English Learners in our classrooms and beyond. 
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1.08 Adverse Childhood Experiences Sue Thompson All Levels 
The Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) Study is otherwise known as “the most important public health study you’ve never heard 

of.” The study’s results suggest that if our communities can help children and families learn strategies to manage stress and navigate 

difficult experiences, we can improve mental and physical health outcomes significantly. By learning the importance of asking “what 

happened to this child?” rather than “what’s wrong with this child?”, participants in this conference will leave with a better understanding 

of how they can foster resilience in our children through their own actions and through partnering with local community resources to 

support families. 

 

1.09 Open Middle: An Activity to Get Students Thinking on a Deeper Level  Jessica Strom

 Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 
Have you ever finished math class and said, "I wish I could have challenged Sally more", or "I need to find more interesting assignments 

than p5 (1-10)", or "I want to get my students thinking deeper"? Then join me to explore the great activity called Open Middle. It is a 

free, online resource for grades k-college that gets students thinking deeper and independently exploring math. It is a low floor, high 

ceiling activity, which means it will be great for ALL of your students. 

 

1.10 Embracing Diversity in Teaching:  The “More Than Just the Music” Project 
Timothy Wollenzien & Darcy Reese All Levels 

Integrating diversity into our curricula and classrooms can be a challenge in any community and with students of all ages. Discover how 

one teacher has been successful with empowering her students to confront and explore sensitive topics through music. This session will 

highlight the importance of diversity as presented through the recent collaborative project between Lincoln HS choir and Prairie Public 

on “More Than Just the Music” documentary. 

 

1.11 Finding Your Voice, Sharing Your Vision 
Katie Hahn All Levels 

As arts educators, sometimes we assume our colleagues and leaders know the importance of our subjects, and we wait until our programs 

are in crisis before we begin to educate others on the value we bring to our schools and communities. This session will present strategies 

and provide materials to help ensure you can be the positive voice your program needs. 

 

1.12 Bell Ringers in the World Language Classroom 
Dane Broome Middle School, High School 

Gain insight on some valuable 5 minute activities to commence each day in the World Language Classroom. 

 

1.13 Google Expeditions: No Headsets, No Problem!  
Amber Murry Middle School 

Google Expeditions is a Free App that has endless possibilities. Don't let not having access to VR headsets discourage you from giving 

your students access to the world! In this session, you will learn how to implement Google Expeditions without headsets and leave with 

lesson ideas and templates to use in your Science classes.  

 

1.14 Early Childhood Coordinator Connections Meeting 
Lisa Hinrichs Early Childhood (Pre-K) 

If you are the ECFE or School Readiness Coordinator for your school, let's meet together to learn from each other about the various 

things we need to do as Coordinators for Early Childhood Programs. We can share tips, ideas, and encourage each other. It's nice to 

know what others are doing too. 

 

1.15 Classkick 
Tevia Strand Early Childhood (Pre-K), Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate 

Classkick is a free digital formative assessment tool that allows teachers to create lessons and assignments that students work through 

on their devices at their own pace.  
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1.16 Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and the Classroom 
Kathleen Kallis All Levels 

This presentation will provide an overview of ADHD including: types, etiology, symptoms, traits, brain functions impacted. The short 

and long term implications including exacerbating and mediating factors will be included and interventions will be discussed. 

 

1.17 Simple Makerspace Projects for the Classroom (Repeated) 
Kevin Walseth Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

We will show you fun and simple projects that can be done inside the classroom to help get kids interested in technology.  The project 

will range from making a robot wiggle to simple coding for k-12 students 

 

1.18 Google Drawings -- Create Graphic Organizers 
Gina Drellack All Levels 

Curious about Google Drawings, or want to take it to another level? Learn the basics and explore possibilities as both a teacher and 

student tool. Graphic organizers support students with reading comprehension: adapt one of your choosing to use tomorrow, and walk 

away with a toolkit of templates for future use -- as well as the confidence to create your own! (A laptop is recommended for best session 

results.) 

 

 

1.19 Tech-Tools Galore! (Repeated) 
Cole Boehmer Middle School, High School 

This session will cover as many game changer tech tools as possible! The best part....they are all free to use for any classroom! 

 

1.20 Five Digital Tools I Can't Teach Without 
Kurt L Reynolds All Levels 

In this session, you will examine five digital tools (Flipgrid, TED Ed, Smore, Padlet, and Piktochart) that make learning engaging and 

teaching more effective. You will also see how these tools can be adapted to your respective disciplines, why students find them 

engaging, and what students can produce with each tool. It is my goal to have you leave this session knowing how to revamp at least 

one of your own lessons using one of these tools so you could begin using at least one of them tomorrow in class. 

 

1.21 Free Research Resources for 6-12 (Repeated) 
Linda Mork Middle School, High School 

Want to help your students find student-friendly, quality information and images for their inquiry projects? In this session, we'll explore 

the free research resources for 6-12 students and educators available in eLibrary Minnesota (ELM). We'll look at content, searching tips, 

and special features like reading support and lesson plans. 

 

1.22 Teaching Beyond Borders: Global Literacy 
Mary Mehsikomer Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

Our students today need to learn about other cultures, lifestyles, and work ethics in order to succeed in a global economy. In addition, 

our youth are facing significant challenges that they need to understand such as climate change, civic engagement, and the evolution of 

the world economy. In this session, the presenter will share ideas and resources for engaging students with the wider world. Attendees 

will leave with practical project ideas and resources for developing global literacy. 

 

1.23 Bring the World a Little Closer with Google Expeditions and Tour Builder 
Troy Cherry Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

The Google Earth project has several free features designed to bring world wide experiences closer to the classroom. First, we'll explore 

how teachers can guide students through geographic landscapes, destinations and museums via Expeditions. (best used with tablets or 

mobile devices) Secondly we'll show how students and teachers can easily build map-based experiences with Tour Builder. 
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1.24 Google Slides: The G Suite Swiss Army Knife 
Troy Reynolds All Levels 

G Suite has a lot great tools, but none more powerful than Google Slides. Slides has so many options for its use when you change the 

layout, hide items in the background, change the layout, coordinate colors to match your Bitmoji, or just incorporate your Bitmoji. In 

this session you will learn how to manipulate Google Slides to be the tool you never knew you needed. 

 

1.25 Ignite the Fire in You! - Follow-Up Roundtable 
Dr. Verna Price All Levels 

Follow up roundtable about keynote session “Ignite the Fire in You!” 

 

1.26 The Consensus Workshop: An opportunity to stop horse-trading for what works 
Mary Overlie Administrators, PLC Leaders/Teacher Leaders 

To achieve their dormant hopes and dreams, our students actively need us to implement evidence-based practices in our schools. Yet, 

we often treat the evidence-based as an unnamed authority whose voice matters more than those of our colleagues in the room. 

Consilience Workshops allow a learning community to find the <i>both-and</i>—by honoring our staff's collective readiness, values, 

and group wisdom, while also honoring fidelity to the practices themselves. We’ll be exploring the method, and how I’ve used 

Consilience Workshops to help K-12 schools craft evidence-based walk-through & coaching tools that help teachers chart their own 

continuous improvement. 

 

1.27 Let's Talk Shop Version 2.0 (Repeated) 
Tom Leuthner High School 

This presentation will be an open discussion about project based learning and the projects that are used to help students learn life-long 

skills. The focus this year will be on designing, and constructing a wheeled fish house. Please be prepared to share project ideas that you 

use and are willing to share with others. 

 

1.28 Street Drugs (Repeated) 
Scott Mekash All Levels 

This presentation will cover the various street drugs Police Officers are encountering in our community and region. Examples of actual 

street drugs will be available for attendees to take a close look at. Officers will explain the dangers of the street drugs and provided 

attendees with a basic understanding of what to look for and how to protect themselves if they encounter any of these drugs. 

 

1.29 Pull off the Wool and See the Elephant: The Impact of Social Media, Video Games, 

and Screens. 

Josh Watne All Levels 

We will take a look at the recent studies and facts concerning digital media and how it impacts our youth. You will also be encouraged 

to engage in a conversation that will help redirect the use of digital media inside and outside of our schools. 
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Session #2 

 

2.01 Writing as Life Support: The Essence of Techniques and Habits of Mind 
Shari Daniels All Levels 

A personal writing practice can be an avenue to keep us afloat: to discover meaning and a sense of well-being, along with the cultivating 

of a deeper connection with yourself and others. Taking time to write  teaches us to slow down and see the world, those around us and 

to listen to our inner voice.  

Come and learn intentions, habits of mind and techniques for writing, to serve as a companion and as life support in the overwhelming 

and rushed lives as educators and human beings.  

“How important it is that we give others a vehicle for making sense in their lives.” ~Lucy Calkins 

 

2.02 Reading Nonfiction -- Notice & Note Stances, Signposts, and Strategies 
Rebecca Mattson Middle School, High School 

This session is based on the book by Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst. During the session, participants will get an overview of the 

five nonfiction "signposts" that help readers notice key features in nonfiction text and speculate their impact on the information and how 

it’s interpreted. They will also be introduced to the “3 big questions” framework and discuss how it creates a “questioning stance” 

between the reader and the text. The session may conclude with an overview of seven strategies to help them navigate through complex 

nonfiction text. 

 

2.03 E-cigarettes/Vaping: What’s Happening and What Can I Do? (Repeated) 
Sarah Reese All Levels 

This interaction session will explore “what’s happening here” through a brief review of the Electronic Nicotine Delivery System (e-

cig/vape), health and social impacts, and signs to watch for. Now, what to do about it? Seeds of opportunity, such as youth treatment 

resources, a parent health advisory letter, age appropriate lesson plans and curriculum, and policy recommendations will be discussed.  

 

2.04 Classroom Management and Positive Behavior Intervention Strategies 
Jake Seuntjens Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School 

Discover the power of positive. Learn ways that positive, proactive behavior interventions and strategies can bolster your classroom 

management and foster a supportive learning environment in your classroom. This session provides many practical strategies that you 

can use in your classroom right away. 

2.05 ProACTIVE (Repeated) 
Tiffany Litman Early Childhood (Pre-K), Elementary - Primary 

Learn it today, Use it tomorrow! A calm classroom doesn’t have to mean a quiet one. When students are dysregulated, they are less able 

to learn. They are also more likely to disrupt the learning of others. Proactive classrooms are modeled by the teachers through various 

techniques, as well as give students the opportunity to practice self-regulation. Walk away with easy to implement practical approaches 

and strategies.  

 

2.06 ELL Relicensure session 
Mara Gust All Levels 

Teaching strategies for ELL students (and all students!) will be discussed, as well as the history of ELL education. This session fulfills 

the ELL requirement for teacher relicensure. 

 

2.07 Trauma Informed Schools/ACE's Sue Thompson All Levels 
In a trauma-informed school, adults are prepared to recognize and respond to those who have been impacted by traumatic stress. Those 

adults include administrators, teachers, staff, parents, and law enforcement. In addition, students are provided with clear expectations 

and communication strategies to guide them through stressful situations. The goal is to not only provide tools to cope with extreme 

situations but to create an underlying culture of respect and support. 
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2.08 Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports  PBIS 
Mary Aery All Levels 

This presentation will give an overview on what PBIS is, and how it can be used in different settings, school, home and community. 

This presentation will have a couple of small group activities and an action plan as a take away from the training. 

 

2.09 Routines to Get Your Students More Involved in the Lesson 
Jessica Strom Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

This session is for all subject areas, but comes from routines/activities used in a mathematics classroom. The routines are known as 

Which One Doesn't Belong, What do You Notice, and Would You Rather. They capitalize on the idea that the one doing the talking is 

the one doing the learning. We will participate in the routines as students and then take some time to create our own to bring back to 

class. 

 

2.10 Embracing Diversity in Teaching:  The “More Than Just the Music” Project 
Timothy Wollenzien & Darcy Reese                                                                                                                                                                          

All Levels 

Integrating diversity into our curricula and classrooms can be a challenge in any community and with students of all ages. Discover how 

one teacher has been successful with empowering her students to confront and explore sensitive topics through music. This session will 

highlight the importance of diversity as presented through the recent collaborative project between Lincoln HS choir and Prairie Public 

on “More Than Just the Music” documentary. 

2.11 Elements and Principles - Using Art Terminology in your classroom. 
Rachael Evenson Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate 

What does that even mean? The elementary art standards can be hard enough to unpack without trying to translate unfamiliar language. 

In this session, we'll talk about the elements and principles of language and how to apply it to your art lessons as well as how to bring 

art into core curriculum subjects. Bring some examples of projects that you do and can pick apart how they fit into the different standards 

where the elements and principles are evident in them. Come with questions that we can discuss and try to answer together.  

 

2.12 Take Your Class Around the World Right From Your Classroom 
Jane Thibert  & Jamie Bakken Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School 

 If you need a break from the cold, we have the session for you!  Come learn about Google Expeditions!  You can travel almost anywhere 

in the world with your students from the comfort of your classroom.  If you have an iPad, bring it with and have Google Expeditions 

downloaded.  You will also have the opportunity to try out Virtual Reality devices.  You can do this on your iPad or Phone too. 
 

2.13 Parenting Educator Time 
Lisa Hinrichs Early Childhood (Pre-K) 

Having time to share what we are doing as Parenting Educators is what this session is about. What are your go-to resources? What are 

your tricky topics to cover? Let's share what we are doing in our ECFE classes and connect with each other about our unique teaching 

role. 

 

2.14 Teaching Letters and Letter sounds to Early childhood kids in a fun and effective way 
Beth Zerr Early Childhood (Pre-K) 

This will be a session about different ways to teach the letters of the alphabet to early childhood kids. There will be a variety of techniques 

from books, smart board activities, projects and homework ideas. 

 

2.15 Compassion Fatigue and Self Care 
Kathleen Kallis All Levels 

How you take care of yourself affect everyone around you. What is compassion fatigue and how do I combat it to be a better member 

of my teaching team, my family, and my community. 
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2.16 Simple Makerspace Projects for the Classroom (Repeated) 
Kevin Walseth Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

We will show you fun and simple projects that can be done inside the classroom to help get kids interested in technology.  The project 

will range from making a robot wiggle to simple coding for k-12 students 

 

2.17 Google Drawings -- Create Drag and Drop Activities 
Gina Drellack All Levels 

Whether you’ve wondered about or previously explored Google Drawings, come and play with this teacher and student tool! Create and 

adapt sorting activities to support reading comprehension and magnetic poetry to encourage creative writing and thinking. Leave with 

templates, ideas, and confidence! (A laptop is recommended for best session results.) 

2.18 3D printing in your classroom 
Barry Busacker Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

3D printing in the classroom. Wondering if you could use 3D printer in your classroom? Seems complicated, could I actually use a 3D 

printer? Aren’t they really expensive? So if I had one, what could I do with it?  

 

To answer these questions, we will look at what 3D printing is, different types of 3D printers, desired features, software, and 

classroom resources. You will be able to see a 3D printer in action, printed examples, and the projects that I have used in my 

classroom. We will also look at 3D printed projects for various subjects and grade levels. 

 

2.19 Teach from the Heart: How to Build an Unbeatable Classroom Culture 
Kurt L Reynolds & Jeff Mumm All Levels 

See how a Physical Education teacher and an English teacher build relationships and impact the lives of our students in and outside of 

the classroom. Our key? Building amazing classroom culture. How can we expect our students to care if they don't think we do? See 

how we use technology to help us create an unbeatable culture where students are challenged, valued, and have fun. 

 

2.20 Free Research Resources for K-5 
Linda Mork Elementary - Primary 

Want to help your students find kid-friendly, quality information and images for their inquiry projects? In this session, we'll explore the 

free research resources for K-5 students and educators available in eLibrary Minnesota (ELM). We'll look at content, searching tips, and 

special features like reading support and lesson plans. 

 

2.21 Cybersecurity for Educators and Parents 
Mary Mehsikomer Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School, Administrators 

Cyber crime increases every day with growing sophistication. In this session we will learn about cyber safety tips that can prevent 

identity theft, data breaches, and other forms of cyber crime both at home and school. Participants will learn about practical things they 

can do to protect personal and student information, along with resources for learning more and talking to students about this important 

issue. 

 

2.22 Breakout EDU: Escape Rooms for Learning 
Troy Cherry Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

If you've seen or tried an escape or puzzle room, you understand the fun, excitement and teamwork required can be infectious. What if 

learning goals were included in the process? In the first part of the session attendees will take part in a modified Breakout EDU while 

the second will include discussion of setup, resources available and tips for hosting Breakout EDU in your classroom. 

 

2.23 Classroom Communication 
Troy Reynolds All Levels 

This session will look at various ways classroom teachers can utilize free technology to communicate with parents and community 

members. I will show you how to use Google Slides to create a classroom website, I will show you Glideapp.io as a free resource to 

create an app classroom, and various other websites like Remind and Seesaw to create classroom and student portfolios. 
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2.24 Counseling Roundtable 
Bill Stock All Levels 

Opportunity for school counselors and staff who perform school counseling duties to discuss current issues, challenges, and programs 

related to personal/social, mental health, career, and academic success of students in their school.  

 

2.25 Bringing Joy Into Teaching and Learning 
Kylie Skime Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate 

You’ve heard it before: Teachers who love teaching, teach children to love learning. When we are excited about what we are teaching, 

students have a better chance of being successful. However, sometimes we get stuck in a rut and fall into the same old routine. If you’re 

looking for simple, fun, low-prep ideas to shake up your usual routine, this session is for you! Get ideas for various content areas that 

your students will love and that you can implement immediately. It’s time to bring JOY back into teaching and learning! 

 

2.26 Let's Talk Shop Version 2.0 (Repeated) 
Tom Leuthner High School 

This presentation will be an open discussion about project based learning and the projects that are used to help students learn life-long 

skills. The focus this year will be on designing, and constructing a wheeled fish house. Please be prepared to share project ideas that you 

use and are willing to share with others. 

 

2.27 Street Drugs (Repeated) 
Scott Mekash All Levels 

This presentation will cover the various street drugs Police Officers are encountering in our community and region. Examples of actual 

street drugs will be available for attendees to take a close look at. Officers will explain the dangers of the street drugs and provided 

attendees with a basic understanding of what to look for and how to protect themselves if they encounter any of these drugs. 

 

2.28 Recharging the Batteries (Repeated) 
Lon Jorgensen All Levels 

Why are we teachers? Why do we do what we do? Education is the greatest philanthropy and those that choose it as a career give of 

themselves immensely.  One must learn how to recharge the batteries when those days or even years bring your down.  Some of the best 

learning I’ve ever received was learning about myself.  Come and see, come and remember why you became a teacher…in doing so, 

hopefully, you, Recharge the Batteries!!! 

 

2.29 ABC Kickstart 
Kallie Lubarski Early Childhood (Pre-K), Elementary - Primary 

Research based concept inspired by a fellow Kindergarten educator, Greg Smedley, to give students a developmental opportunity to 

obtain their letters and sounds in a fast-paced FUN and exciting 26 day approach. This intervention has been successful, fun, and positive 

in my classroom and I would love to help you bring it to yours.  
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Session #3 
 

3.01 #classroombookaday (Repeated) 
Samantha Alme Early Childhood (Pre-K), Elementary - Primary & Intermediate, Middle School 

#classroombookaday was started by Jillian Heise inspired by Donalyn Miller's #bookaday challenge. With a goal to read aloud a picture 

book every day of the school year for a #bookaday with her students, 180 complete texts were shared that grew classroom community 

and reading engagement. Thousands of educators across the country are utilizing a #classroombookaday goal to positively affect student 

learning in their schools, classrooms, and libraries. Join in by learning more below & commit to taking the challenge this school year! 

 

3.02 The Best (Free) Language Arts Curriculum (Repeated) 
Andrew Hanson Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

There are two great (free) websites that I love using in my Language Arts classes: CommonLit.org and Quill.org. (You can think of 

CommonLit as a replacement Literature textbook and Quill as a replacement Grammar textbook.) We will discuss the benefits of using 

them both, as well as how to navigate them. Bring your own devices (and Google accounts) so you can play along! (Disclaimer: Both 

websites have paid versions; however, I have not used the paid versions, as the free versions have been sufficient for my classes.) 

 

3.03 Disrupting Thinking -- Why How We Read Matters 
Rebecca Mattson Middle School, High School 

This session is based on the book by Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst. During this session, participants will explore how to 

encourage students to be responsive, responsible, and compassionate readers. Mostly, participants will learn about the BHH 

framework and how it helps students consider what the text says, how that message impacts them, and how it can help them 

understand the world around them. They may also consider the changes Beers and Probst suggest for reigniting a passion for reading 

as life-long learners (especially for older students). 

 

3.04 The Reading Brain in a Tech-Driven World 
Shari Daniels All Levels 

As adults, we’ve noticed how the tools we use are reshaping our brains capacity for deep reading. What about our students? Will some 

never experience the bliss of being lost all day in a book?  Or will our youth develop the most sophisticated brain circuits to leap into 

entirely new worlds of knowledge? Let’s explore these questions as we dive into the recent neuroscience of the biliterate reading brain 

and learn strategies to nurture and protect the contemplative reading brain in a digital world, while also teaching digital wisdom to the 

next generation.   

 

3.05 Cultural Competency 
Jake Seuntjens All Levels 

Minnesota continues to become more diverse. As educators, it is increasingly important that we build our cultural competency by raising 

our awareness, examining our own bias, and utilizing culturally responsive management techniques. Disclaimer: While this session 

addresses the requirements in state statute, It is up to your local education committee to determine if this session meets the MN Cultural 

Competency requirement for relicensure.  
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3.06 E-cigarettes/Vaping: What’s Happening and What Can I Do? (Repeated      Sarah Reese

 All Levels 
This interaction session will explore “what’s happening here” through a brief review of the Electronic Nicotine Delivery System (e-

cig/vape), health and social impacts, and signs to watch for. Now, what to do about it? Seeds of opportunity, such as youth treatment 

resources, a parent health advisory letter, age appropriate lesson plans and curriculum, and policy recommendations will be discussed.  

  

3.07 ProACTIVE (Repeated) 
Tiffany Litman Early Childhood (Pre-K), Elementary - Primary 

Learn it today, Use it tomorrow! A calm classroom doesn’t have to mean a quiet one. When students are dysregulated, they are less able 

to learn. They are also more likely to disrupt the learning of others. Proactive classrooms are modeled by the teachers through various 

techniques, as well as give students the opportunity to practice self-regulation. Walk away with easy to implement practical approaches 

and strategies.  
 

3.08 The BFS-Tri-Phasic Strength Program - Our Why 
Jeff Mumm Middle School, High School 

1. Here at LHS we’re going to do the strength training program that’s best for us and that’s BFS -Tri-Phasic.  

2. It’s a scientifically researched year round program, it’s evidence based, it works, it’s the #1 high school strength training program in 

the country and it’s been around for 30 plus years. Hard to argue these facts. It’s safe, efficient, effective, consistent and progressive and 

there’s no guesswork whatsoever.  

3. We can’t promise you won’t get injured on the playing field, but the fact that you’re physically and mentally prepared will put you 

ahead of the rest.  

4. Student athletes will be put in a position to increase and improve in all areas of strength & conditioning which will produce improved 

performance during practice and competition. We want these accomplishments to aid in increased confidence.  

5. It’s a personally motivated program with all of its record keeping capabilities. You’re trying to setting records every time you lift, 

when you switch weeks, testing and that’s what makes the BFS so exciting.  

6. Everything is based on Weeks 1-4, 5-8, & 9-12.1RM Reps Testing will be done the week after weeks 9-12 are completed. In-season 

athletes will be testing on their own at different times. You’ll 1RM Rep test using our 3-5 Rep Conversion Scale in the Bench Press, 

Box Squat, Hex Bar Deadlift then you’ll total up these lifts which we call the Big Cat. It’s all about recording, breaking records and 

being rewarded for doing so. 

7. When testing you will use this site to determine your 1RM. http://www.exrx.net/Calculators/OneRepMax.html Note: You MUST 

choose a weight where you can’t do 3-5 reps. If cannot do 3 Reps you’ll have to retest. You SHOULD FAIL before 5 reps. 

8. Why test? To measure your level of strength, assess strength imbalances, and to evaluate our strength training program. For personal 

reasons it’s a great accomplishment for you to make strength gains, beat personal records, accomplish lifting goals, etc. For these to 

happen you MUST know where you started. It also measures how hard you’re working and your consistency.  

3.09 Laughter Yoga 
Sue Thompson Early Childhood (Pre-K), Elementary - Primary 

Laughter yoga was developed in 1995 by Dr. Madan Kataria, who formulated the practice on the idea that our bodies can't tell the 

difference between real and fake laughter. Because both kinds of laughs produce the same beneficial results, it doesn't matter if a person 

has to fake a few laughs. Is it time to ‘schedule’ some laughter into the days of our school children as they do in some schools in India: 

That practice has contributed to students being more upbeat, playful and smiling—and open to learning. Teachers reported feeling more 

motivated and energized. 

 

3.10 Resources to Help You Cover the Math Standards 
Jessica Strom Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School, Administrators 

There are great resources to help you teach the MN math standards that you may not know about or have forgotten about. We will look 

at the SciMathMN Frameworks, MDE Benchmark Reports, Achievement Level Descriptors and the alignment of the strands through 

the grade levels. Bring a device to get the links to all these resources and have your DAC print you your Benchmark Reports if you want 

to look at your school's data while we go over them (not required). 
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3.11 Technology in Teaching Mathematics 
Barry Busacker Middle School, High School 

There are a few questions that I have asked myself when implementing a 1-1 classroom. Can all classroom material available for students 

at any time even if they are offline? Can cheating be prevented, or at least minimized. Can the material be both online and on paper? 

Can the material be used on an android tablet, chromebook, windows, mac os, or even an iPad? 

 

We will look at how I have addressed these questions by looking at the curriculum I have been developing and the resources used to 

create the material, most of which you may already have and use or are free!  

 

3.12 Embracing Diversity in Teaching:  The “More Than Just the Music” Project 
Timothy Wollenzien & Darcy Reese All Levels 

Integrating diversity into our curricula and classrooms can be a challenge in any community and with students of all ages. Discover how 

one teacher has been successful with empowering her students to confront and explore sensitive topics through music. This session will 

highlight the importance of diversity as presented through the recent collaborative project between Lincoln HS choir and Prairie Public 

on “More Than Just the Music” documentary. 

 

3.13 Makey Takey: Makerspace Exploration 
Lora Rantanen All Levels 

Ever wondered about a Makerspace & if it could fit for your school?  This session will explore what types of activities are available & 

how they could work in various settings. Currently, the middle school makerspace is set up as guided activities during student lunches.  

Activities include a variety of STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, math) & we've even incorporated some movement as the 

events are hosted primarily in the winter months. Topics covered will include: where to begin, budgets (startup & sustaining), storage, 

format, goals, & projects.  Participants will also have an opportunity to see examples of student work & try out some activities 

themselves. Bring your own ideas as well, we would love to hear about other formats that work! 

3.14 Seesaw 
Tevia Strand Early Childhood (Pre-K), Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate 

Seesaw is a platform for student engagement that inspires students of all ages to do their best, and saves teachers time! Students use 

creative tools to take pictures, draw, record videos and more to capture learning in a portfolio. Teachers find or create activities to share 

with students. 
 

3.15 Songs, games and activities for large motor activities, circle time and transition times 
Beth Zerr Early Childhood (Pre-K) 

There will be many ideas that help make your day run smoother. These activities, games and songs will keep students engaged while 

helping them learn different concepts, while having fun! 

 

3.16 The Prowler WEBC 
Denise Yonke & Karen Bakken High School, Special Education 

The Prowler WEBC is a Work Experience Business Center located in Lincoln High School.  It provides in-school work experiences as 

well as work experiences that are outside of the traditional school setting. We use the workplace to provide students with the knowledge 

and skills that will help them connect school experiences to real-life work activities and future career opportunities. This session will 

provide an overview of how the Prowler WEBC came to be, what we are doing, and give some ideas of what schools can do to start 

developing their own work experience programs. 

 

3.17 Simple Makerspace Projects for the Classroom (Repeated) 
Kevin Walseth Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

We will show you fun and simple projects that can be done inside the classroom to help get kids interested in technology.  The project 

will range from making a robot wiggle to simple coding for k-12 students 
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3.18 Google Docs -- A Deeper Dive 
Gina Drellack All Levels 

Google Docs is a robust tool for both teacher-crafted pieces and student-created learning artifacts. Explore features beyond finagling 

font and watching word count, including in-document Internet image and text resource searching, automatic citing of sources, linking a 

table of contents, and collaboration features -- from both a student-peer and teacher-assessment perspective. Google Docs is a tool that 

supports reading comprehension, as well as being a basic skill for our students and ourselves. Learn some deeper features, and expand 

your Google Docs-y moxie! (A laptop is recommended for best session results.) 

 

3.19 Tech-Tools Galore! (Repeated) 
Cole Boehmer Middle School, High School 

This session will cover as many game changer tech tools as possible! The best part....they are all free to use for any classroom! 

 

3.20 The Sticky-Note Book Report (an alternative to the tradition (boring) book report) 
Kurt L Reynolds All Levels 

Tired of struggling to get students interested in reading anything, let alone book? Tired of seeing students just go through the motions 

when writing about a book? The Sticky-Note book report can change that. See how I use this assignment to get students to actually read 

and enjoy both fiction and non-fiction in my classroom. Best of all, this also helps students learn how to annotate text, read for pleasure, 

and gets them talking about the pleasures of reading again! 

 

3.21 Free Research Resources for 6-12 (Repeated) 
Linda Mork Middle School, High School 

Want to help your students find student-friendly, quality information and images for their inquiry projects? In this session, we'll explore 

the free research resources for 6-12 students and educators available in eLibrary Minnesota (ELM). We'll look at content, searching tips, 

and special features like reading support and lesson plans. 

 

3.22 Teaching Climate Change for K-12 
Mary Mehsikomer Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

Climate change is a phenomenon that cannot be ignored. Our young people are especially affected by what is going on with the 

environment and how it will impact their future. In this session we will look at climate change in the context of academic standards, 

engaging students with learning on this critical topic, and project and resource ideas. Participants will leave with a treasury of resources 

and tips to help address this topic in the classroom. 

 

3.23 SMART Notebook 
Troy Reynolds All Levels 

In this session we will look at the basics of SMART Notebook and how to use SMART Online Learning Suite to make interactive 

lessons to use with your students. 

 

3.24 Student Services Roundtable 
Bill Stock All Levels 

Provide an opportunity for student services personnel to discuss topics of interest and concern. Potential topics include but are not 

limited to mental health, trauma based programming, homelessness, behavioral interventions, cultural/societal trends and influences. 

This is appropriate for any school personnel who work with students as a counselor, social worker, mental health practitioner, 

administrator, teacher, cultural liaison, etc. 
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3.25 Finding Truth in the Mid-Digital Age: We Might Be Sinking, and Google Is Not a Life 

Vest  
Josh Watne & Dale Rystad All Levels 

We live in a world where certain topics dominate the headlines because other people’s income are often based on our attention, likes, 

and shares. Some call this the “post-truth era” because our technology allows us to spread misinformation with the click of a button. In 

this new reality, our classrooms can serve as a training headquarters for the critical thinking skills needed for our students to be 

responsible digital citizens. In this session, you will learn the tools, strategies, and resources that can be implemented to combat Fake 

News and help bring an end to the “Age of Misinformation” that we are currently in. 
3.26 Ojibwe Dream Catchers 
Sara Rogalla & Anita Gibbs All Levels 

Come join us to learn about and make your very own Ojibwe style dream catcher. In this class you will learn the history of the craft and 

the meaning behind the  dream catcher.  We will supply you with materials and guide you through the process of how and why dream 

catchers were originally made.  

 

3.27 Street Drugs (Repeated) 
Scott Mekash All Levels 

This presentation will cover the various street drugs Police Officers are encountering in our community and region. Examples of actual 

street drugs will be available for attendees to take a close look at. Officers will explain the dangers of the street drugs and provided 

attendees with a basic understanding of what to look for and how to protect themselves if they encounter any of these drugs. 

 

3.28 Recharging the Batteries (Repeated) 
Lon Jorgensen All Levels 

Why are we teachers? Why do we do what we do? Education is the greatest philanthropy and those that choose it as a career give of 

themselves immensely.  One must learn how to recharge the batteries when those days or even years bring your down.  Some of the best 

learning I’ve ever received was learning about myself.  Come and see, come and remember why you became a teacher…in doing so, 

hopefully, you, Recharge the Batteries!!! 

 

3.29 Preparing School Leaders to Serve Rural Communities 
Chris E MillsEarly Childhood (Pre-K), Elementary - Primary, Elementary - Intermediate, Middle School, High School 

The session will introduce participants to Minnesota State University - Moorhead's Educational Leadership graduate program.  The 

program is exclusively online and provides an opportunity for anyone interested in school leadership the opportunity to gain the 

knowledge and preparation to serve as a K-12 Principal, Superintendent, Special Education Director, Community Education Director, 

or Higher Education Administration in Minnesota and other regional states. 

 

3.30 ABC Kickstart 
Kallie Lubarski Early Childhood (Pre-K), Elementary - Primary 

Research based concept inspired by a fellow Kindergarten educator, Greg Smedley, to give students a developmental opportunity to 

obtain their letters and sounds in a fast-paced FUN and exciting 26 day approach. This intervention has been successful, fun, and positive 

in my classroom and I would love to help you bring it to yours.  
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Presenter Bios 
 

Mary Aery  lives in Bemidji and works for Cass Lake-Bena School District as a social worker in the middle school. She is both a 

licensed social worker and school administrator.  She has worked in schools in both Alaska and Minnesota. She worked for the Special 

Education Service Agency (SESA) in Anchorage, Alaska where she supported & trained staff from Head Starts and pre-schools using 

a pbis model. It's fair to say that Mary has a passion for work with Positive Behavior Supports & Interventions ( PBIS)! 

 

Samantha Alme has been a 4-6th Grade Reading/Spelling Teacher for 8 years in Lancaster School. She has a Master's in Literacy 

Education, K-12 Reading License. 

 

Kate Anderson (MAESL) is an EL teacher in the TRF school district. She is currently in her 15th year of teaching.  

 

Jamie Bakken has worked in ISD 564 with technology for over 10 years.  She will share numerous ways that you can use Google 

Expeditions in your classroom along with tips and tricks that will make you successful the first time you use them. 

 

Karen Bakken is a Special Education teacher at Lincoln High School in Thief River Falls, MN. 

 

Cole Boehmer is currently in his 6th year of teaching math in Red Lake Falls, MN. His passions include math, technology, and of 

course helping others succeed!  

 

Dane Broome is a Spanish teacher in his 6th year at Lincoln High School. He previously taught English in South America prior to 

pursuing licensure to teach in the States. He completed his M.A in education last year and currently teaches levels 1-4. 

 

Barry Busacker has been teaching mathematics for over 30 years. His teaching career has taken him from an Indian Reservation in 

South Dakota to the inner city in St. Paul, from Southern Minnesota to Northern Minnesota.  In addition to teaching mathematics Barry 

has had the opportunity to teach computer programming and a little robotics. He also has integrated technology into the teaching of 

mathematics. 

 

Troy Cherry worked happily at TIES for 12 years until its acquisition by Sourcewell. Now he happily works for Sourcewell Technology 

in St. Paul. His passions and expertise focus on quality professional development, blended learning and almost anything related to the 

maker movement in and out of schools. Through CoSN’s CETL program he has expanded his learning to include district leadership  

around technology. 

 

Dr. Shari Daniels has been an educator in the public schools for 25 years as an elementary teacher and literacy coach. She has a Masters 

in Reading and a Phd in Teaching and Learning. Her research focus is in the area of teacher-writers. She currently is an Assistant 

Professor in the Teacher Education department at the University of Minnesota - Crookston.  

 

Gina Drellack teaches courage and transformation (often disguised as educational technology) in her fifth year as Education 

Consultant/Coach with the Northwest Service Cooperative. With a background as a K-12 Media Specialist and a forefront as a Life 

Coach, she is presently also a Google Certified Trainer. As a writer, Gina shares weekly about ease, joy, and everyday holy wonders at 

ginadrellack.com, and is currently at work on her first book. 

 

Rachel Evenson holds a bachelors in Studio Art, a K-12 art license and a masters in Ed. She has been an art educator for 18 years. 

 

Anita Gibbs is a spiritual advisor and helper from the Red Lake Nation. She is a teacher of basic Ojibwe culture and traditional ways. 

Anita uses her personal experiences to help others who are non-Native understand her culture so they are better able to understand their 

students.  Anita is the daughter of renowned elder from Red Lake Nation, Waasabiik, Anna Gibbs, who was instrumental in revitalizing 

the Ojibwe language and culture. 
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Mara Gust  is the Spanish and Computer Technology teacher at Greenbush-Middle River. She has a BS in Spanish, MA in Education, 

and post-graduate certificate in Computer Technology. She is a Google Certified Educator and AFT presenter in the areas of ELL and 

Digital Strategies.   

 

Katie Hahn directs the high school bands, assists with the beginning bands, and teaches beginning guitar and music theory classes in 

Thief River Falls. In addition to her teaching duties, Katie is a Perpich Center Regional Arts Teacher-Leader and a Demonstration School 

member. This is her 14th year of teaching. 

 

Andrew Hanson is an English teacher, theatre director and newspaper advisor at Win-E-Mac. He has been teaching for twelve years. 

He is a Google Level 1 Certified Educator (currently working towards Level 2), and he thoroughly enjoys using technology in his 

classroom. He occasionally tweets about teaching at @aehanson. 

 

Jade Haugen is a licensed EL teacher in the TRF school district. She is currently in her 10th year of teaching. 

 

Lisa Hinrichs has worked in ECFE at TRF for 11 years. She has her Masters of Education in Family Education and enjoys working 

with families, so they can enjoy their parenting journey as much as possible. She has three Freshmen, two in college and one in high 

school, and they all began their education journey in ECFE too. 

 

Lon Jorgensen has been the Superintendent at WAO since 2013. He has been in education for 27 years, K-12 PE Teacher, Coach, 

Activities Director, Assistant Principal, Associate Principal, Superintendent. Lon graduated from Mayville State University in 1993 with 

his BS, Northern State University in 1994 with his MAT, Edgewood College in 2006 with his Ed. D. Lon is native to Northwood, ND 

and has been a Green Bay Packers Fan for Life! He has been ecstatically married for 21, almost 22 years to his wife Michele. They have 

two children, Grace who is 20 and Gunnar who is 18 and will be graduating this year. 

 

Kathleen Kallis has worked for 18 years in grades K-12 teaching elementary reading and math, physical education and special education 

LD/EBD. She also worked for 5 years in a Level IV EBD setting. Kathleen recently graduated with her Ed.S. in School Psychology and 

is working as a Test Technician for the NWRIC. 

 

Tom Leuthner is the Director of the Pine to Prairie Cooperative Center in Red Lake Falls. Prior to that, he was a classroom teacher for 

22 years teaching primarily construction careers. 

 

Tiffany Litman Over the past 11 years, Tiffany has acquired expertise across educational environments through working in a variety 

of educational positions and settings. Her experiences have provided her the opportunity to develop essential academic and behavioral 

problem-solving skills from working with students with varying diagnosis in grades pre-kindergarten to 12th. She graduated from 

Augsburg College with a master’s degree in Educational Leadership. She has participated in the creation and implementation of 

numerous innovative programs including PBIS, Tier II, classroom-based SMART program, and a Leveled Behavior Program.  

 

Kallie Lubarski is currently within her 10th year of teaching; she spent her first 3 years teaching in the Special Education classroom, 

followed by 4 years in the Preschool classroom. Kallie is currently in her 3rd year in Stephen-Argyle Central’s Kindergarten classroom.  

She has a Masters of Science, Special Education Strategist, Bachelor of Science, Elementary Education and Pre-Primary/Kindergarten 

Endorsements. 

 

 Rebecca Mattson grew up in Bemidji and graduated from Bemidji State University with a BS in English in 1998 and an MS in English 

in 2009. She has been teaching English/Language Arts at Lincoln High School for 20 years. She works closely with the special education 

team and implements the push-in model within some sections. Rebecca has a passion for helping students become stronger, more 

confident readers and writers. She is currently teaching English 10 and Foundations of Writing 9. 

 

Scott Mekash has been in Law Enforcement for 9 years. During his career he has worked for the Roseau County Sheriff’s Office, Thief 

River Falls Police Department, and the Pine to Prairie Violent Crime and Drug Task Force. Currently Scott is an Investigator with the 

Pine to Prairie Violent Crime and Drug Task Force and an Adjunct Criminal Justice Instructor at Northland Community and Technical 

College. Scott has received specialized training in narcotics investigations from the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Minnesota 

Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. Scott lives in rural Thief River Falls with his wife Brittany and daughter Tenley.  
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Mary Mesikomer currently works as an Outreach Facilitator at Sourcewell Technology. Mary has over 30 years of experience in 

Minnesota's education system, from designing and implementing technology planning, grant programs and other technology initiatives 

at the Minnesota Department of Education, to professional development for educators and administrators, and wide area network 

management. Mary is a Certified Education Technology Leader with the Consortium of School Networking (CETL).  

 

Dr. Chris Mills has served as the Superintendent of Schools for Stephen-Argyle central for the past 20 years.  In addition, he has served 

as a part-time professor at Minnesota State University - Moorhead for the past 9 years in the Educational Leadership Graduate program. 

 

Linda Mork  is a librarian with Minitex where she provides outreach and instruction related to eLibrary Minnesota. A former school 

library media specialist and secondary English teacher, she is passionate about information literacy education. 

 

Jeff Mumm has been teaching and coaching at LHS in Thief River Falls for 34 years. He truly believes that no one does it better than 

us. Is that an arrogant statement? Not if it’s true! #noonedoesitbetter is his Twitter account.  

Jeff has the greatest job in the world as an Elective PE teacher for grades 10-12, teaching Lifetime Activities/Fitness & Strength Training. 

He is passionate about teaching, coaching, incorporating new fitness ideas and always trying to stay ahead of everyone else who teaches 

Strength Training. Once he loses his passion about being the school where others come to visit, it’s time for him to step down. However, 

that’s a long way away! Every day when he gets to school, he follows a ritual that’s been done since the day he arrived in TRF. Every 

morning he asks himself this question - What if the students here at LHS weren't forced to go to a specific class? If they were told by 

our Principal, Mr. Brekke during our morning announcements that they could go to any teacher they wanted to. Go to the teacher who 

inspires you, challenges you, respects you, loves you, expects & demands nothing but your absolute best and nothing less and enjoys 

you. If this ever happened, he likes to think that when he walked into his weight room or gym it would be full of kids. That's what drives 

Jeff.  

Jeff’s favorite quote is The Rain Falls On Us All. It simply means who determines your success? Why do people turn out the way they 

do? Be proud of who you are and where you came from. You can’t change it, but you can and will work hard to make both better . He 

promises! 

 

Amber Murry is a 5th year Life Science teacher at Franklin Middle School. Before teaching at FMS, she taught agriscience in Louisiana 

for 4 years. She is the Science Fair Coordinator for our district and an active member of the Science department.  

 

Mary Overlie is a seasoned instructional coach with 10+ years of supporting teachers and schools. Using the Technology of 

Participation, she helps learning communities chart their own path through the white noise of deciding a direction that everyone agrees 

it's time to go. 

 

Dr. Verna Price is a human potential expert, executive coach, award winning international motivational speaker, and best-selling author, 

The Power of People: Four Kinds of People Who Can Change Your Life. Dr. Verna has empowered people to excellence for over 20 

years with national and international clients including: Guatemala, Mexico, Switzerland, The Caribbean, The Netherlands, Dubai, and 

China. Dr. Verna also Founded Girls in Action, a mentoring and empowerment program impacting girls around the world! 

 

Lora Rantanen has taught at Franklin MS for over 20 years.  She started as a 7th Grade Life Science Teacher, but has been working in 

the Media Center & with Tech Integration for the past five years.  FMS is 1:1 with iPads.  Last year, their Media Center received an 

Education Foundation Grant to start up their Makerspace which ran through the winter months.   

 

Darcy Reese Lincoln High School Choir Teacher. 

 

Sarah Reese is the Public Health Director for Polk County Public Health and CHS Administrator for Polk-Norman-Mahnomen 

Community Health Board. She has been in local public health for thirteen years with various roles and responsibilities. She attended the 

University of Minnesota Duluth where she received her undergraduate degree in Community Health Education. (Go Bulldogs!) Reese 

received her Masters of Science in Health Promotion and Human Resource Management from Nebraska Methodist College and is a 

Certified Health Education Specialist (CHES). Reese lives in rural Crookston with her husband Jerrod and their two children: Jennika 

and Jordy. In her spare time, she likes to coach soccer, travel, volunteer and stay active with family and friends. 

 

Kurt Reynolds  is in his 22nd year teaching English at Lincoln; which happens to be the greatest job in the world. My wife, Kristie, 

and I have four wonderful children, Casey, Koko, Kenzie, and Cash. 
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Troy Reynolds has been technology integrationist for the past 10 years, currently working at Bagley ISD 162, he has presented at 

various conferences around the area trying to share what he knows to help enhance educator's technology use and ease the stress that 

comes with incorporating new classroom technology. 

 

Sara Rogalla currently works as a liaison for the Native American Student Services Program in Thief River Falls.  Sara attended Bemidji 

State University where she was introduced to many great Ojibwe instructors, leading to her interest and passion for working with and 

alongside Native American students, families, and communities.  

 

Dale Rystad  is a Social Studies teacher at Lincoln High School, Thief River Falls. He also works at the ALC and helps coach wrestling. 

 

Danielle Schantz is a 2nd grade teacher at Challenger Elementary.  When she started teaching 13 years ago she only saw herself teaching 

middle school math and did for 3 years.  Then she moved to Thief River Falls and started teaching 4th grade at the elementary school.  

She is now a part of the Lit Team in her district and reading and writing have become her favorite subjects to teach.  

Jake Seuntjens is the Education Services Coordinator with the Northwest Service Cooperative in Thief River Falls, MN. His past 

experiences include serving as a reading specialist, reading and behavior interventionist, reading and technology teacher, and classroom 

teacher. Mr. Seuntjens has specialized training in diagnostic assessments, K-12 content area strategies, interventions and RtI 

implementation. He has experience providing interventions to students and has coordinated whole school reading screening and data 

analysis. He has first-hand experience working as an interventionist within the RtI framework.  

 

Kylie Skime is in her second year of teaching third grade at Challenger Elementary School. She attended the University of North Dakota 

and graduated with bachelor’s degrees in both Elementary Education and Early Childhood Education. Prior to earning her teaching 

degrees, she spent as much time in classrooms as possible via volunteering, internships, work study, and subbing. Teaching is her passion 

and she loves sharing that passion with others! 

 

Bill Stock has been a school counselor for over 40 years.  Presently school counselor at Lincoln High School in Thief River Falls.   

 

Tevia Strand is a 4th grade teacher, this is her 7th year of teaching at Challenger Elementary.  She has used classkick for the last 3 

years in social studies, math, reading, spelling, and for interventions and couldn't imagine teaching without it.   

 

Jessica Strom has taught math at the Win-E-Mac school for the last 17 years. She is finishing her last year of a three year term as the 

MCTM Region 7 Director. She loves teaching math and finding ways to make it accessible for students. Jessica’s second passion is 

sharing those ways with other teachers.  

 

Jane Thibert have worked in ISD 564 with technology for over 10 years.  They will share numerous ways that you can use Google 

Expeditions in your classroom along with tips and tricks that will make you successful the first time you use them. 

 

Sue Thompson works for Polk County Public Health as a Health Educator.  She received her M.A. from Trinity University in 

Washington, D.C and a Bachelor of Social Work from Minnesota State University-Moorhead.  Sue is a certified as an ACE's Community 

Presenter for Minnesota. 

 

Elizabeth Quick is currently a 1st grade teacher. She has 25 years of teaching experience including Title 1 reading, ESL, and elementary 

science. She holds a Reading Specialist license, but learns the most from her students and colleagues every day. 

 

Kevin Walseth is the Business Ecosystem Dev. Manager for Digi-Key-Key Electronics.  His main role in the company is to bring 

makers to the engineering world of electronics.  With Digi-Key's updated Maker.io website, a different story can be told and shared with 

makers.  This site has how-to guides, projects, blogs , and videos that can help walk people through interesting projects.  

 

Josh Watne is in his fourth year of teaching U.S. History at Franklin Middle School in Thief River Falls. He grew up in TRF and 

graduated in 2010. Josh continued with his education at North Dakota State University for Social Science Education. After graduating 

from NDSU in 2014, he accepted his first teaching job in Detroit Lakes for the 2014/2015 school year. In the 2015/2016 school year 

Josh returned to TRF. Now that he has entered his fifth year of teaching, he is reminded of how fortunate he is to work with the very 

teachers who inspired him to enter this career path. 
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Tim Wollenzien Prairie Public 

 

Denise Yonke is a Special Education teacher at Lincoln High School in Thief River Falls, MN. 

 

Beth Zerr has taught preschool and pre-kindergarten for over 20 years.  She has taught at a variety of settings and places, from Fessenden 

ND, to Moorhead, Detroit Lakes and Thief River Falls. Beth has taught at both public and private schools. She loves teaching Pre-

Kindergarten and she wants to share some of the things she has learned over the years.   

 

 

 


